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2247 October 10, 1919. 

Dentists. 

A campaign with dentists was started in April by a conference 
held under the auspices of the National Capital Dental Society of 
the District of Columbia, at the George Washington Dental School. 
The purpose of this campaign is to secure the better instruction of 
dental students and practicing dentists in diseases of the mouth, 
especially sj^philitio lesions of the mouth. 

The letter to dental schools has already been mentioned. A letter 
inclosing an appeal and agreement card similar to those used for 
physicians and druggists has been prepared, and is now being sent 
out to the 45,000 dentists of the country. 



PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE PROGRAM AT THE ANNUAL 
DENTAL CONVENTION. 

The Division of Venereal Diseases of the United States Public 
Health Service has formulated a program for every day of the Con- 
vention of the National Dental Association at New Orleans, October 
20 to 24, inclusive, and will be represented by Dr. Charles V. 
Herdliska, Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

The program as arranged will include the exhibition of three seven- 
reel educational social hygiene moving-picture dramas. These pic- 
tures will be shown on October 20, 21, and 22, respectively. There 
will also be shown on October 23 and 24, respectively, a two-reel 
"Animated Pathological Film" demonstrating the effects of venereal 
diseases on the human anatomy, and a new two-reel animated dental 
film. In the interim between the change of reels. Dr. Herdliska will 
describe the work accomplished with the advertising media, drug- 
gists, physicians, medical and allied colleges and the medical and 
allied journals throughout the country during the past year, and also 
the proposed campaign with the dentists. 

From October 20 to 24, inclusive, there will be a "clinic" or special 
exhibition consisting of such exhibits as "Diseases of the Mouth, 
especially Syphilis"; "the Venereal Menace"; "Keeping Fit"; and 
exhibits of scientific and miscellaneous literature issued by the United 
States Public Health Service relative to venereal diseases. This 
exhibit will include books on sex education which have been ap- 
proved b}' the following committee: .Rupert Blue, Surgeon General 
of the I'nited States Public Health Service; Philander P. Claxton, 
Commissioner, United States Bureau of Education; and Charles 
W. Eliot, president emeritus, Harvard University. 

Ill addition to the above program for the week, the Convention has 
allotted to the Public Health Service one of the four general or night 
sessions for the presentation to the whole convention of one of the 
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motion picture dramas which is to be selected by the general secretary, 
Dr. Otto U. King. Before the presentation of the film, Dr. Herdliska 
mil address the convention on "The Responsibility of the Dentist 
toward the Symptomatology of Diseases of the Mouth, Especially 
Syphilis." 

The general secretary in making the announcement of this special 
evening program says: "After considerable work, w^e are finally able 
to rearrange our program so as to give you one of the four general 
sessions. This should bo one of the best and largest attended meet- 
ings of the entire session. We have planned to give you a full evening." 



COURT DECISION ON FURNISHING NARCOTIC DRUGS TO 

ADDICTS. 

The Supremo Court of Minnesota has decided' that the anti- 
narcotic law ^ of that State i>rohibits the furnishing of habit-forming 
drugs to addicts by physicians. 

A physician was convicted in the lower court for selling morphine 
to an habitual user of the drug. The defendant admitted furnishing 
the morphine, but claimed that he furnished it in attempting to cure 
the drug habit, and that under the law he could both prescribe and 
furnish the drug to addicts for such purpose. Section 2 of the act 
in question reads as follows ; 

It tshall be unlawful for any physician or dentist to furnish to or prescribe for the 
use of any habitual user of the same any of the substances enumerated in section 1 of 
this act: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall not be construed to prevent 
any legally licensed physician from prescribing in good faith for the use of any patient 
under his caro for the treatment of a drug habit such substances as he may deem 
necessary for such treatment: Provided, That such preecrii^tions are given in good 
faith for the treatment of such habit. 

The supreme court held that the language of the act was plain, 
and that it prohibited a physician from furnishing habit-forming 
drugs to addicts. Under this decision it appears that in Minnesota 
a physician can prescribe narcotic drugs for an addict when acting 
in good faith, but he can not fm'nish the drugs to the addict. 

I state V. ^VUpple, 173 N. W., 801. 

2Lawsl915,ch. 200, Fub. Health Eopts. Reprint 338, p. 308. 



